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July 17, 1939 - June 11, 2025

Marlene Simmons Campbell, 85, of Morganton, NC, went home on Wednesday June 11th 2025, to be
with the Lord after several years of declining health. Marlene, affectionately known to the family as
'‘MeMe, was born in Morganton on July 17th, 1939, to the late Marnie and Beulah Simmons. Marlene
was a graduate of Morganton High School. After graduation, Marlene attended and graduated from
Kings Business College in Charlotte, North Carolina. Marlene had a long and distinguished career as
Administrative Assistant to V. P. of Finance at Drexel Heritage Furniture in Morganton where she was
employed for fifty years before her well-earned retirement. In addition to her work at Drexel Heritage.
Marlene was an avid family historian who authored a manuscript of the Simmons and Mace family
trees. Her research and involvement with family and friends in genealogy was a constant source of
enjoyment for her in her retirement. Up until her most recent medical emergency she was actively
pursuing new leads on little-known facts about her family history. Her breath of knowledge of the
people and events that shaped her family was unsurpassed. Shortly before her death she was actively
involved in the purchase and placing of markers on the graves of long-gone family members whose
graves were either unmarked or damaged. She wanted to make sure that their contributions to her
family were never forgotten. Marlene was a lifelong member of Mt. Home Baptist Church where she
was a long-time member of the church choir., church pianist for twenty-five years and actively involved
in other activities with her church family. In addition to her other activities, Marlene was a long-time
member of the Morganton Chapter of the Eastern Star where she enjoyed being the pianist at various
functions over the years. Marlenes sweet disposition and contagious loving spirit allowed her to make
friends easily whose relationships lasted a lifetime. She enjoyed talking and texting with her friends to
make sure they stayed in close contact. Hers was a genuine love and friendship that lasted through
the years. She loved her family with all her heart and shared her love through her personal interaction
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casserole which were the highlights of any family gathering. She had a giving spirit based on true love
and compassion for her family and friends. She loved to send and receive cards for practically any
occasion. Each card was carefully selected to fit the person and event. She always remembered
important dates in the lives of her family and made sure they got their cards and surprises. Even in her
declining years, Marlene possessed a keen mind and amazing memory of people and important dates
in each of her family and friends lives. She was truly one of the sweetest and most caring persons

God ever created. She had the unique ability to make each sibling, and their children feel as though
they were her favorite and in reality, they were. Her smile could light up a room. She was blessed to be
a blessing to her circle of family and friends. She enjoyed a close and loving family who visited and
stayed in touch with each other on a regular basis. Everyone has their favorite MeMe story or memory,
and, in that way, she will live on in the hearts and minds of those she loved who loved her back. Hers
was a life of faith, family and friends well lived which truly made a difference.

No tribute to Marlene would be complete without the mention of Bill who was the love of her life.
Theirs was a love story for the ages. From their meeting in school and later marriage, Marlene and Bill
shared a lifetime of love spanning sixty-one years until his death in 2023. Not a day passed in which
she did not think about or mention Bill and how much she missed him. Theirs was a true love story
that transcended over seven decades. She longed to go home to be with Bill.

Marlene was preceded in death by her husband, Bill David Campbell of the home; and her brother,
Gary Wayne Simmons of Kingsport, TN.

She is survived by her sister, Coila Simmons Hawkins, of Morganton, NC, sister-in-law, Brenda Newton
Simmons of Kingsport, Tennessee, sister Brenda Simmons Druelle, and husband Don Druelle, of North
Agusta, SC, and sister Sharon Simmons Stroupe-Triggs and husband C. Gary Triggs of Bethlehem, NC
as well as many nieces and nephews.

The graveside service will be held at 11 a.m., Saturday at Mt. Home Baptist Church Cemetery in
Morganton, NC with Pastor Ethan Cromer and Associate Pastor Rocky Hartman officiating. The family

will greet friends in the church fellowship hall following the service.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that memorials be made to Mt. Home Baptist Church
General Fund, 2272 Mt. Home Church Rd., Morganton, NC 28655.

Sossoman Funeral Home and Crematory Center is assisting the family with the arrangements.
Visitation

June 14, 2025
11:45a.m.-1 p.m.



Mt. Home Baptist Church

Service

N/A

Committal

June 14, 2025
11 a.m.

Mt. Home Baptist Church



Tribute Wall

Kristy, Sharon & family, I'm so sorry for your loss. Thinking
of you and praying for your comfort. Kristy’s Aunt Marlene
was such a precious lady. Love y'all- Melissa Swanson

—Melissa Swanson

| have many fond memories of Ms. Marlene and Mr. Bill from my times at Mount
Home. So glad they have been reunited in Heaven, May God comfort the family in
the coming days.

—Aimee Williams Marler

| will miss my sweet cousin. | know she is so happy to be with her wonderful
husband again. She was always the sweetest person to be around | sold her
many cars they always had to be a black Cadillac. Rest in peace my beautiful
friend | know she is safely in Gods hand that is the way she lived her life pleasing
our Father in heaven.

—Darlene Carswell Suttle

Such a sweet Lady to work with for twenty-five years of
Drexel/Heritage. May God Peace and comfort be with the
Family now and through days to follow.

—Bennv & Barbara Childers



Marlene was always a special person so kind and caring. | was her nail tech for
many years. | will always remember her laugh and conversations we had. My

prayers are for her family. We will all be with each other again in heaven. What a
day of rejoicing that will be!'! Much love and hugs!! Lisa Rector

We will never forget you Marlene, you were always there for the Mace family.
Your life here on this earth was a blessing to everyone you came into contact
with.

—John Mace

A truly great neighbor and a wonderful Christian friend. We will truly miss your
beauty and all your sweet ways. We have always treasured your friendship and
will miss you so very much. Nancy and Bobby Arrowood, Brad and Christy
Arrowood and Bryant and Holden Arrowood

—Nancy Arrowood



