
Kimberlee “Kim” Watts
Aug. 15, 1954 - Jan. 19, 2026

Kimberlee “Kim” Watts, 71, of Morganton, NC, passed away Monday, January 19,
2026.

Born in California on August 15, 1954, she was the daughter of the late Joe Bowen
and Zena Belle Bowen.

Kim was an active member of North Morganton United Methodist Church. She
graduated from Salem High School and worked at Broughton Hospital for many
years as an x-ray tech. After Broughton, she began the first sonography program in
North Carolina at Caldwell Community College, from which she retired. Kim was an
avid football fan and enjoyed all sports.

She was a wonderful friend to many and was known for her kindness and
compassion. Her favorite thing in the world was being a Mimi.

Those left to cherish her memory include her daughter, Dr. Natalie Whitaker (Keith);
grandchildren, Chase Whitaker, Ava Whitaker, Lance Watts, and Justin Watts;
daughter-in-law, Amie Watts.

In addition to her parents, Kim was preceded in death by her son, Neil Watts.

The graveside service will be held at 12 p m Saturday January 24 2026 at Burke



The graveside service will be held at 12 p.m., Saturday, January 24, 2026 at Burke
Memorial Park with Rev. David Rorie officiating. Following the graveside service, a
celebration of life will be held at Kim’s house.

Sossoman Funeral Home and Crematory Center is assisting the family with the
arrangements.

Tribute Wall

—Anonymous

—Anonymous

I'm so sorry for your loss Natalie! You are in my thoughts
and prayers!

—Regina Ledford

Dr. Natalie, I am SO very sorry to read this. You & yours are in my heart & prayers,
for sure. Love, Lucy Goodwin

—Lucy Goodwin



—LAURA McCOY

We had attended church with Kim previously. She always had the sweetest smile
and gentle spirit. Heaven has gained an angel and Kim will be missed by all who
knew her. 🙏🏻🙏🏻
Tim and Phyllis Wilson

—Phyllis wilson

Natalie & Family,
Our hearts are so sad and broken for the
loss of your mom. She was the dearest friend in this world
to me and I’m not sure how to navigate life without her. You
are strong just like she was but I know the loss is
devastating. I am comforted knowing she is in her new
heavenly home and we will see her and celebrate with her
again. Please know we are here for you.

—Gina& Marshall Ruppard


