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June 7, 1939 - March 17, 2025

In loving memory, Frederick M. Riggs, Sr., 85, of Morganton, NC, passed away Monday, March 17,
2025.

Born in Wayne County, NC on June 7, 1939, he was the son of the late William Alex Riggs and Laura
Alligood Riggs.

Frederick graduated from Vanderbilt University where he served in the ROTC and played football. His
senior year he was captain of the football team, and he was entered into the Hall of Fame for his
football abilities in Valdosta, GA. After college, he served in the US Army. Frederick went to work for
Owens-lllinois Glass Company and for Boeing as an engineer.

Faith was also important to Mr. Riggs. He was a member and served in multiple capacities at Linville
United Methodist Church, and also when he lived in southern California. A quiet-giver and selfless
man, he was always looking for ways to help others. He was a counselor for young men in Toledo, OH
and took pride in helping through Burke United Christian Ministries (BUCM). He lived by John Wesleys
Rule. Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can. He never let his left
hand know what his right hand was doing.

Frederick enjoyed puzzles and watercolor painting, and he was an avid golfer and struggling
fisherman.
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Riggs; son, Frederick M. Riggs, Jr. (Laura) and Victor W. Riggs (Renee); and grandchildren, Frederick M.
Derick Riggs, Ill (Pam), Brandon Riggs, Christian Riggs, Abigal Riggs, Kathryn Riggs, Irene Riggs, and
Caroline Riggs.

In addition to his parents, Mr. Riggs was preceded in death by two brothers, David Brian Toby Riggs
and William Mack Riggs.

The family will receive friends from 3 to 5 p.m., Saturday, March 29, 2025 at Sossoman Funeral
Home. A celebration of his life will be held from 3 to 5 p.m., Saturday, June 7, 2025 at Linville United
Methodist Church in Morganton.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Burke United Christian Ministries, 305 B
West Union St. Morganton, NC 28655 or to Linville United Methodist Church, 4446 NC 126, Morganton,
NC 28655.

Sossoman Funeral Home and Crematory Center is assisting the family with the arrangements.

Visitation

March 29, 2025
3p.m.-5p.m.

Sossoman Funeral Home and Crematory Center

Service

June 7,2025
3 p.m.-5p.m.

Service Details

Committal

N/A



Tribute Wall

There was nothing about Fred not to love! Jean, he was your very special
blessing and you were his! He would want you to be happy, healthy, and have
peace in your heart until it's time for you to make your Heaven bound trip! Love
and prayers coming for you and all of your family!

—Ann Bossert

Jean: It is with a heavy heart that | learned of Fred's passing from Vic yesterday, |
glad that | shared you and Fred for those years we had together in Mt, Lake. Grear
memories. | am sure Betty will welcome Fred to eternal life. God Bless. Tom T.

—Tom R. Tirney

To Jean & Family, Bob & | felt blessed to have known Fred, even though we only
met a few years ago. It was easy to see he was a gracious, caring & good-hearted
person who loved his family and gave to his community without hesitation. Fred
will surely be missed but will always be remembered. Our heart felt condolences
to you all. Kathy & Bob Leich

—Kathy & Bob Leich

' Dear Jean, | send my love to you. Please know that you in
my thoughts and prayers. .. Louisa Emmons

—Louisa Emmons



June, My love is reaching out to you. So sorry for your loss.
Your Friend Donna
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Jean and Family, We're very sorry for your great loss. In
eleven short years, Fred became a part of Burke County
making friends and becoming a part of the community. He
lived his life doing for others in quiet humbleness. He never
made a show of his generosity and was ready to help. Until
his health failed, he worked every Tuesday in the food
distribution center at Burke United Christian Center. He was
active at Linville United Methodist Church where he made
an impact on all. He was a good man. His love of Jean was
obvious to all. It was a privilege knowing him and wish it
could have been longer. Let this scripture comfort you. John
11:25-26: Jesus said..., “| am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in Me will live, even though he dies. And
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die..." With
love and sympathy, Janie and Steve

—Janie and Steve Matthews

Sending thoughts and prayers for the family of a man who
was honorable and loved by many. | see the many qualities
Mr. Riggs bestowed upon Rick and his family, who are very
dear to us. Rick and Laura serve others with joy and
selflessness and were beside us in our losses. Mr. Riggs'
grandsons, Derick, a hardworking, generous soul with his
wife Pam with share a wanderlust spirit, Brandon who also

" r -1 n [ -



played tootball as Mr. Riggs, and IS a warm Kind soul, to
Christian who is the glue to our unbreakable family bond.
We love you and honor you and share our deepest
condolences.

—The Watson Famly

—Anonymous

—Judy Laughrun



